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"U-vV Unlfyinpr Concept of Effect of Smoking on Thrombosis. The studies 
cited are for special groups of patients who suffer from hypercoagulability 
•^-funrelated to smoking. For example, (32) Kapp&Tt made his observations on 
'& 0 diabetics with obliterative arteriosclerosis. The results of comparison are 
quoted below. The Conclusion does not apply to nondiabetic patients with 


...i-j.; v coronary heart disease 
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A second group consisted of ten'pa¬ 
tients with obliterative arteriosclerosis, 
five of whomi had diabetes mcllitus 
(average age 54 years). These cases 
showed difTusc stenotic obliterative 
changes of the arterial system of the 
legs with occlusion in tHe femoro-po- 
plitcal region on one or both sides. 
Before the start of the treatment they 
all were heavy smokers (20-40 ciga¬ 
rettes daily). During the test period 
they had given up smoking for at least 
two weeks. Eight out of these ten pa* 
tlents showed a pathological thrombo¬ 
plastin tolerance test which was very 
marked in 4 (3 of whom were diabet. 
ics). The behaviour was strictly difc "" 
ferent from the control group. An exact 
quantitative assessment of the increas¬ 
ed sensitivity to smoking is not pos¬ 
sible. But correlating to the recalcifi¬ 
cation time values of the two curves, 
the augmentation of the clotting ten¬ 
dency during smoking was 18% for 
the whole group. In the cases of dia¬ 
betes mcllitus the average increase was 
27%. 


SUMMARY 

With the aid of the so-called thromboplastin tolerance test an increased tendency towards 
intravascular cloning.can be demonstrated. After the discussion of the principle of this test i« 
application in normal, individuals: and in patients with arterial occlusive disease is analysed. 
Diabetics with obliterative arterioscli-rosis show an increased sensitivity to smoking which pro¬ 
vokes a state of higher clotting tendency’- This is probably one of the mechanisms through which 
smoking favors the development of arteriosclerosis and the acceleration of its course. In our 
series the diabetics with arterial 1 occlusive disease showed the most marked reaction to the 
thromboplastin tolerance test after smoking. 
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